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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Dan Cleveland on 8/24/2004. The application has been amended 
as follows: 

Cancel claims 76-77. 

Claim 1: 

An encrypted computer readable form embodying machine executable 
instructions for permitting a voter to cast a ballot by interaction with an official 
ballot image resulting in the creation of a cast vote record that maybe transmitted 
to a server, comprising: 

a computer-readable medium encoded with a computer program 
instructions operable to convert the computer readable form from an encrypted to 
a decrypted state such that in the decrypted state the computer readable form 
includes voter authentication code for comparing official voter authentication data 
against data to be provided by the voter at the voter's personal computer; 

display code configured for use in displaying the official ballot image to the 
voter while permitting the voter to create a cast vote record by interaction with the 
ballot image until such time as the voter casts the ballot; and 
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message transmission code for use in transmitting the cast vote record to 
the server, 

wherein the voter authentication code is configured to authenticate a voter 
for voting on a personal computer without requiring a server to assist in 
authenticating an individual voter while the display code is present on the 
personal computer. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: As per 
claims 1 , 20, and 48 the closest prior art of record, Challener et al. U.S. Patent 
6,081 ,793 and McClure et al. U.S. Patent 6.250,548 taken either individually or in 
combination with other prior art of record fails to teach or suggest the use of a 
self contained software program that is downloaded to and executed on a 
personal computer that authenticates the voter and generates a ballot. 

The specific allowable feature, which distinguishes the present invention 
over the prior art, is not requiring a server to be involved in the authentication of 
the voter or the presentation of the ballot to the voter after the voter has been 
authenticated. The closest prior art requires a server to be involved throughout 
the voting process. 

Claims 2 -19, 21 -47, and 49 -75 are dependent upon their respective 
independent claims 1 , 20, and 48 and thus has all the limitations of claims 1 , 20, 
and 48 and are allowable for that reason. 

Claims 76-77 have been cancelled as per Attorneys approval. 
2. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
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preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Daniel L. Greene whose telephone number is 
703-306-5539. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thur. 8am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768, 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

8/25/2004 
DLG 



